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The group exhibition PERSONAL involves 
art works by (mostly) European artists that 
explore personal, in some way intimate 
attitudes, depending on which side of the 
human personality is observed, listened to, 
touched, sensed, even smelled or tasted 
through different aspects of the art works on 
display. PERSONAL scrutinizes bodies, ideas 
and concepts, as well as other, diverse forms 
of transitions between the physical and non-
physical (re)presentation of the imaginative 
creative process, which unfolds in each of the 
artists' personalities.

PERSONAL questions how, what, where and 
when an individual within the society can, 
may or should open up their true self. As 
someone who gives instead of just taking. As 
someone who employs their vocabulary to 
reveal their inner world, to depict, discuss, and 
evaluate their own personal reality as part of 
the virtual social realm. What does personal 
stand for in our media-driven society? Is 
there anything social about the individualism 
preached by our politically correct civil society, 
or by multinational corporations? It seems 
that personal is not necessarily the same 
as individual, as Monty Python illustrated 
brilliantly in The Life of Brian, when Brian 
calls out “You are all individuals, you are all 
different!” and a voice from the crowd replies: 
“I'm not!” 

If individualism is a corporate buzz word, a 
marketing term used to sell products and 
divide consumers into target groups (an utterly 
militaristic formulation designed exclusively 
for business purposes), then personal should 
be understood as something intimate, which 
encompasses our inner and also outer world, 
our emotions, feelings, perceptions, intuition, 
our hearts and thoughts, our body and soul. 
While individualism is a commonly used brand, 
personal somehow still remains a place of our 
own, even though it is constantly under attack, 
most often by various "instruments" of control, 
both on-line and off-line.  

Understanding the difference between the 
commodity of individual and the inclusiveness 
of personal can perhaps create a space for 

freedom to shine though the narrow slit of 
human existence and humane relationships. 
To take a step even further, personal could 
be seen as the core state of privacy, where 
empathetic and responsible people keep our 
relationships, our attitudes towards everything 
that surrounds us, and also our deepest 
creativity. Personal is our strength, whereas 
individual is just an item to be sold.

Nevertheless, in our technologically connected 
world, via infinite communication channels 
and transportation networks, the personal 
still survives, although it sometimes gets 
stuck in the banality of overwhelming global 
patterns, and the individual seems merely a 
corpse on the altar of national, religious and 
political ideologies supported by a unified 
market economy. Individualism is therefore 
presumably the strongest and most offensive 
totalitarian approach in contemporary society, 
smashing it to bits and pieces, so it can be 
more easily digested. And personal is one of 
the last islands on which survival is possible 
with all our thoughts, intentions, doubts and 
everything else, a place where we can nurture 
inspiration, intuition, interest, artistic poetics 
and cultural behavior. 

As our earthly existence unfolds within the 
constantly changing space-time continuum, 
we can decide either to extend the limits of 
our common world, or to tiptoe through life 
stealthily, safely hidden under a pleasure 
dome. While personal is quiet in its creative 
process and intense in its achievements, 
individual is, on the contrary, loud in the crowd 
and modest in its outcomes, resulting in silent 
and manipulated masses. The exhibition 
PERSONAL, therefore, is about insights, about 
the deepest relationships, emotions and 
feelings observed by the artistic souls of the 
participating authors, felt by their artistic 
hearts, and realised through their artistic touch. 
Anyone can be anywhere, but only someone 
can be somewhere, and only someone can 
reveal something personal. PERSONAL is about 
persons and their personalities, inviting us to 
dive in and simply be. 

Peter Tomaž Dobrila
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Tuesday−Saturday: 3 p. m.–7 p. m.  
(closed on Sundays and Mondays and national holidays)

The exhibition Personal is a part of large-scale international 
events of the four-year project Risk Change (2016–2020), co-
financed by the Creative Europe program of the European Union. 
ACE KIBLA is co-funded by the Ministry of Culture of the Republic 
of Slovenia and the Municipality of Maribor.

The event is held under the honorary patronage of the president 
of the Republic of Slovenia Borut Pahor.
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